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Services we can  offer: 

Glass/Crystal/Aluminium/

Wood/Resin cast Awards 

Sandblasting 

Carpentry unit with 

Full Spray Paint unit 

 

Resin moulding & casting 

Cubex 3D printing system 

UV Colour printer  

(prints on all surface) 
 

Anodising unit 

Silverware department 

Engraving of plaques 

Trophies & Silverware 

Keeping you up-to-date and informed 

This is a bespoke designed trophy. It has been cut out of 10mm aluminium sheeting with a 
water jet cutter.  
 

It comes in several different sections that will get assembled at the end to form the complete 
trophy.  
 

The aluminium is cut into the designed shapes and received in its raw format, production then 
files the raw edges and it is polished to a bright, smooth finish, this process is quite labour 
intensive but it is important to ensure the surface is smooth for the gold anodizing. The ano-

dizing process then takes place; after 5 gold and water dips the aluminium has a wonderful 
lush gold finish. 
 

Meanwhile in the carpentry department the wooden base is cut to size and sanded and finally 
spray painted.  It takes 4 coats of paint and sanding in between each coat to attain a glossy 
smooth finish on the base.  
 

After anodizing has been complete, the top piece is then set up on the colour printer ready for 
the logo design to print. The thin aluminium sandblasted with the film spool design, which is 
then rolled into a spiral, finally all pieces are ready to be assembled.  
 

To finish a gold engraved plate is then fixed onto the base to round off the whole process.  
 

This particular trophy will take approx 14 working days to complete. 
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Staff Profile—Joseph Masehla 
Head of Department (HOD) Dispatch – Gauteng 

Joseph was born in the town of Janefurse Limpopo on the 9th May 1958. He says God 
blessed him with five children, Judy his eldest born in 1991 first studied nursing and 

is now busy with her psychology degree. Jackie born in 1994 works in electricity  
management. Then along came Desiree in 1996 who is employed by the Police.       

In 1997, Colin was born and he studied law. The baby of the family, Eddie, was born 
in 1999 and is studying IT. Joseph makes it quite clear that had he not come and 
worked at Innovative, he would not have been able to educate his children. He owes 
their education to Shiona.  When he is not spending quality time with his family, he 
enjoys gardening and loves to watch soccer. 
He left Limpopo in 1981 and headed for Pretoria where he worked as a general 
worker for different companies. In 1991, he joined Barlow Supply Company as a ma-

chine operator and was later promoted to a machine setter. The company closed 
down in 1996. 
Joseph then joined Mega Pak, a packaging company based in Olifantsfontein as a machine operator and worked 
there until 2002. He did odd jobs around the area until he joined Innovative Glass in 2005 as a general worker, 

learning all about the trophy industry.  He learnt all about the different departments so he was able to help out 
when it was necessary, especially year end when there is always a busy schedule.   

He then became Innovative Glass’ stock controller which he did for many years.  Joseph was also assisting with 
dispatch, where he eventually became the head of the department.  This is where every single trophy gets  
quality checked for either, scratches, chips or any other default that might have occurred during the          
manufacturing process. The trophies then get wrapped in tissue paper, bubble wrap and placed in cardboard 
boxes for hand collection.  If the trophies are leaving via a courier service then they get packed differently with 
added polystyrene chips to keep them from breaking during transit. 
Joseph says he feels very proud, when our clients arrive to collect their awards and are so excited to see the 

end product.  
Joseph likes to remind his children to always “Focus on your education; as this is the key to success in our  
country”. 

“Focus on your educa-

tion; as this is the key to 
success in our country”. 

In 1987 whilst on holiday in Zimbabwe a friend of mine showed me a company who was doing sandblasting on glass.  
It impressed me and decided this was something that I could do. 
On returning home I chatted with my husband Alan and asked if it would be possible to use his compressor to sand-
blast using just riversand.  Unfortunately the compressor wasn’t strong enough. 
My parents had recently left Zim to live with us and offered to lend me money to buy a bigger compressor. 
Now with a more powerful compressor and riversand I was ready to give it another try.  Vinyl, which was shelving 

vinyl in those days, was first applied to the glass and then a picture would be traced on to the vinyl; the traced 
graphic would then be cut out using a hand held cutting blade.  It worked well and everyone was impressed with the 
end result. 
From there I went to a company selling clocks and bought a few clock mechanisms, combined with A4 sized silver 
mirror the first clock design was completed.  In the meantime, I had also discovered that river sand was not the right 
material to use and started using the recommended grit. 
Edward who was featured in our June 2018 newsletter was my gardener at the time would take the clocks to his 
friends and they started selling them on my behalf. The clock designs were personalized with a variety of different 

graphics chosen by the individual. 
Alan who was one of the works managers at the Star newspaper sug-
gested we create a couple of clocks with different designs and put 
them in the Star shop at Gold Reef City.  A few weeks later a lady 

phoned me and asked if she could come and see me about the 
clocks.  Her employer’s were Reckitt and Coleman and they wanted 
100 to 200 of the clocks with the Sunbeam polish logo. That was  
how the company started. 
By now my children were helping me trace the graphics and writing 
onto the vinyl and earning some extra pocket money by doing so, 
often bringing friends along to help. 
Things were getting too busy for me to do the sandblasting by myself 
and Edward showed a great interest in learning the job, after a few 
quick lessons he took over the sandblasting process and still does it 
to this very day.   TO BE CONTINUED… 

read more about our history in our next Newsletter 

How we begun  - Innovative glass 
By Shiona Harris (part 1) 
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All Crystal is glass, but not all glass is crystal! 

Glass is a generic name, while, crystal is a subcategory of glass, made in the 

same manner as glass but with different materials. Hence, all crystal is glass, 

but not all glass is crystal. There are three primary criteria for crystal as     

established by the European Union in 1969: a lead content in excess of 24%,  

a density in excess of 2.90 and a reflective index of 1.545. 

The colour and brilliance of glass often varies, depending on its content. Glass 

made with iron tends to have a green tinge, while glass made with soda-lime 

will have an aqua tinge. Crystals generally are light in colour and are mostly 

translucent. Some clear crystals have the properties of reflecting light into  

different colours. When held in the right position, the refraction and dispersion 

of light from crystal will create a rainbow of hues.  

Glassware can be made from a variety of materials: silica, soda-ash, 

soda-lime, potash, zinc, lead, barium, and, more recently, titanium. 

Technically, only products with at least 24% of lead should be appro-

priately termed as "lead crystal", while products with less lead oxide 

or glass products with other metal oxides instead of lead oxide, 

should be termed as "crystallin" or "crystal glass". Still, these are all 

often popularly termed as crystal. 

Green Glass 
Also known as Jade glass 

Crystal Clear glass 
Better clarity /reflection 

Crystal  
Light reflecting 

Coloured 
glass 

https://www.recognitionsource.com/collections/crystal-awards

